




purposes of the NMSA across the System. For this designation, ONMS staff from the West 
Coast Region, Headquarters, and other parts of NOAA engage with state and local partners, 
support the public review process, and facilitate the development of the designation documents. 
This reallocation of capacity has not limited the ability of the program to fulfill the purposes of 
the NMSA or affected basic management capacity of any site in the System. 

Beyond ONMS, NOAA also relies on the support of other NOAA program offices to achieve the 
purposes of the NMSA, including work that supports site characterization and monitoring. This 
alignment of intra-agency capacity has strengthened NOAA's ability to meet the NMSA policies 
and objectives as well as other agency mandates. 

NOAA finds that its fiscal year 2023 operating budget adequately supports basic management 
capacity for each national marine sanctuary in the System and would not be strained by the 
addition of a new sanctuary. The management of the new sanctuary would be focused on 
establishing programs to enhance management and protection of ecological and cultural 
resources and promoting educational and recreational opportunities. This management structure 
would not strain System capacity because significant expertise exists in the ONMS West Coast 
Region to manage the existing sites. Additionally NOAA would continue to grow existing 
partnerships with federal and state agencies to support CHNMS. The existing expertise and 
partnerships related to sanctuary management in the West Coast Region would facilitate the 
addition of the proposed CHNMS as a site within this region without overly burdening System 
capacity. 

As a result, NOAA finds that the addition of the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary 
would not have a negative impact on the System. 1

2. Effective Implementation of Sanctuary Management Plans

NMSA section 304(f)(l)(B)(i) requires NOAA to determine whether sufficient resources are 
available in the fiscal year in which the finding is made to effectively implement sanctuary 
management plans for each sanctuary in the System. As described in the Program Guidance, 
resources include fiscal and human resources and other assets or materials provided by the 
federal government or through partnerships for effective operation of the System. In making this 
finding, NOAA must evaluate whether current management plans are performing within the 
range of expected standards and at the level required for basic management capacity. 

A sanctuary management plan includes a scalable set of strategies and activities to address 
resource protection, research, education, and operations at various levels of resources and 
management capacity. These plans are evaluated approximately every five years to consider 
emerging issues and to allow for adaptive management of the sanctuary and alignment with 
program priorities. To date, NOAA has completed at least one, and in many cases multiple, 
management plan reviews for all national marine sanctuaries that have been in existence for at 
least five years, in which NOAA evaluated and revised, as needed, the existing management plan 
and regulations to address emerging issues and to adaptively manage the site. 

1The 2005 findings of"negative impact" do not reflect the current state of the System and are thus not further 
discussed here. Please see the 304(f) findings for Mallows Bay-Potomac River 
NMS(https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/mallows-potomac/about/management-plan.html) and Wisconsin-Shipwreck Coast 
NMS(https://nmssanctuaries. blob. core. windows.net/ sanctuaries-prod/media/ docs/202106-wscnms-3 04 f-memo. pdf) 
designations for more information. 
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