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June 1, 2007
Dear administrators and teachers,

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary’s MERITO (Multicultural Education for Resource Issues Threatening
Oceans) program is currently providing bilingual education and outreach on watershed and ocean issues for our diverse
citizens in order to increase their understanding of ocean-related threats and conservation strategies.

One part of MERITO’s program includes a partnership with local 5"—8" grade public school and private after-school
programs to provide students with the tools to lead their community in protecting our special resources. Over the past
three years the MERITO program has successfully implemented a Spanish-bilingual after-school program, called the
Watershed Academy, at sites throughout Watsonville, P4jaro, Marina, Salinas and Seaside. The goal of this program
is to offer students, particularly English Language Learners, locally relevant, hands—on field and in class experiences
relating to our watershed and marine environments while exposing them to career opportunities in the field of science.

The Watershed Academy program includes a free train-the-trainer workshop, local field trips, in-class activities,
teacher resources, guest speakers and stipends for program transportation and materials. Over the past three years
MERITO has also developed a fully supported Watershed Activity Guide addressing state standards such as science,
mathematics, English language development and more. Each year MERITO is pleased to offer 20 scholarships for
programs interested in implementing the Watershed Academy program at their site.

Our next Watershed Academy Workshop is scheduled for August 24™ from 4:30pm-8:30pm and August 25"
from 9am-4:30pm. This FREE workshop will consist of two training days in august and a follow up training day in
February. All teachers and program leaders completing the training will receive:

»  $50/day workshop stipend

= $600 site scholarhsip

=  Watershed Academy Activity Guide

=  Marine and watershed conservation kits to complement lesson plans
*  Program planning support

=  Access to local experts

=  Visits to field sites

The training includes natural history background information, a series of hands-on field and in-class activities, guest
science lectures and environmental education teaching strategies. Continuing education units are available.

If you are interested in bringing the Watershed Academy to your site, or know someone who would, please RSVP as
soon as possible. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments. Enjoy your summer!

Best regards,

Sonya Padron

Bilingual Education Specialist \?
MERITO Program
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Join the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in partnership with local public schools and private
enrichment programs through the Watershed Academy Afterschool Program. The Watershed Academy
provides 58" grade students with the opportunity to experience meaningful hands-on field and in-class
watershed and ocean science activities through the use of local scientists and experts.

The Watershed Academy Workshop will provide teachers and youth leaders with the tools, resources and
support to integrate locally relevant, hands-on watershed and ocean science in public education and
extended learning programs. This FREE workshop is for teachers and youth leaders interested in facilitating
the Watershed Academy at their school site or youth centers.

This 2-day hands-on training consists of:

+ Introduction to local field experts involved in
watershed conservation, restoration and water
quality efforts.

** Guidance in developing program calendars and
facilitating communication with guest
presenters. Support to teachers and youth
leaders is also provided throughout the year.

+ Participants will receive curriculum materials
including the Watershed Academy activity guide
which meets multicultural and 5*-8" grade state
standards, a marine & watershed science activity
kit including water quality test kits, bilingual
species identification sheets, books and more to
implement the Watershed Academy After-school
Program.

To register, please contact: Sonya Padron at (831) 647-4211, Sonya.Padron@noaa.gov
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
299 Foam Street Monterey, CA. 93940
This program is funded through NOAA’s Bay Watershed Education Training (B-WET) Program

Location:  Elkhorn Slough National
Estuarine Research Reserve
Date: August 24th 4:30pm-8:30pm
AND
August 25t gam-4:30pm
Stipends: $50/d'ay
Credits: 1.1 CEU credits available
through CSU Monterey Bay

Food will be }arow’a(ea( both a(ays. T’mnsyortation
and [oa(ging are not}arow’a(ea(.




